Comma Rules

1. Serial comma (Three or more items in a series or list)
They ate tacos, pizza, gummy worms, and ice cream for lunch.

2. Compound sentence

(independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions or FANBOYS)
John ate pizza, but Sally ate tacos.
FANBOYS = for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
These are compound sentences.
3. Introductory element

(subordinate/dependent clauses, phrases, or words, also called openers)
When John ate pizza, Sally ate tacos.

4. Non-essential information
(clauses, phrases, or words that are not essential to the sentence, including appositives, also called interrupters)
Sally’s favorite lunch, tacos, was served on Tuesday.
5. To set off closing phrases (Closers)

He went to class, hoping there would be no quiz, knowing that he didn’t study.

6. Coordinate (equal in status) adjectives

Can you reverse the order of the adjectives?  If yes, use a comma.


The friendly, furry dog is mine.
The furry, friendly dog is mine.

The new Spanish class is fun.
Do not write: “The Spanish new class is fun.”
7. To separate contrasted coordinate elements or to indicate a pause or shift


He is ignorant, not stupid.

8. Quotations and dialogue

John said, “Don’t be late for class.”

“I won’t,” said Jenna.
9. Places, addresses, dates, titles after names

Sparta Middle School is at 480 S. State Street, Sparta, Michigan.

Today is Wednesday, October 22.

My neighbor is Dr. Charles Lawrence, M.D.
10. As needed to avoid confusion
For more details, go to https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/607/02/.
LA 6 will be tested on 1 & 4.  LA 7 will be tested on 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6.  LA 8 will be tested on all of these.
