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Foreword to Night Shift by Stephen King

1. How does Stephen King use the first paragraphs to pull you into his world?
2. King writes, “The thing under my bed waiting to grab my ankle isn’t real.  I know that, and I also know that if I’m careful to keep my foot under the covers, it will never be able to grab my ankle.”  Is this rational?  Why/why not?.
Tell me about a time when you have behaved irrationally.

3. Why does King write about horrible things?
4. What support (proof or evidence) does King offer to back up his claim (thesis) about why he writes about horrible things?

5. Why does King think that we like to read horror?
6. What support (proof or evidence) does King offer to back up his claim (thesis) about why we like to read about horrible things?

7. Which of King’s arguments do you find most convincing? What makes this argument convincing?
8. What does King say a horror story must do, above all else?

