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Research Project Planner for LA 7 & LA 8 (Rev. 4-18)
Your job:
1. Pick a topic.
2. Generate questions about your topic.
3. Identify sources of information to answer your questions and learn about your topic.

4. Gather information about your topic.
5. Sort and process that information to determine what is most important and interesting.
6. Organize the important or interesting information.
7. Write a report/script for your short (1 or 2 minutes) documentary video sharing what you learned.

8. Determine which images or charts you need for your video.

9. Get or create images or charts for your documentary.

10. Record the audio (your script read aloud) for your documentary.

11. Put the images and audio together to create your documentary video.

12. Present your finished video documentary.
7. Pick a topic related to…
LA 7 – A Mystery

LA 8 – A Career

We’ll discuss this in class and spend a little time exploring topics on the Internet.

Pick something that you care about.
When you have a topic, write it in the space below.

It will be easier and more interesting if you write it as a question.

My topic is…

2. Generate questions

Write a few questions to answer.  This will help you focus your research efforts.

Some questions have simple answers and don’t need much research, but still need to be answered. Write these questions here under “Basic Background Questions.”
Basic Background Questions:
Other questions require some work to understand the answers.  Write at least two of these questions under “Big Questions.”
Big questions:

3. Identify sources
Where will you look for information?  We’ll discuss this in class.

List sources that you will use.
Books:

Websites:

Videos or audio:

Experts you can interview:

4. Gather information

Use your questions and sources to gather information.
· Use the Note-Taking Guide.
· Write like a caveman.
· Record source details (author, title, location) for your citations.

We’ll discuss and practice this in class. 
5. Sort and process
Mark the most important or interesting information on your note taking guide.

6. Organize

Which pieces of information fit together?
Set up categories (which will become headings) for your report/script and list the categories on your Note Taking Guide.
In what order will you present the categories?  Which type of organization or structure best fits your topic and your information?

Text structures:

Chronological

Sequence or Order of importance

Cause and Effect

Problem and Solution

Compare and Contrast

Spatial Description
Write the text structure you will use on your Note-Taking Guide.

Make an outline, list, or graphic organizer in your writing notebook.  We’ll discuss and practice this in class.

7. Write your report/script in your writing notebook or in Google Docs.  Follow your outline, list, or graphic organizer.  Your final documentary should be one to two minutes long.
8. Which images or charts do you need to illustrate your report/script?  Which of these images or charts can you create yourself?
Make a list in your writing notebook or in Google Docs.

9. Get the images or charts.  Be sure to record citation information in your writing notebook or in Google Docs for images or charts that are not your own.  Put the files in your Google Drive or your H: drive.
10. Record the audio and save the audio files to your Google Drive or your H: drive.  You can use online-voice-recorder.com on a Chromebook or an app like Recorder Plus on a phone.
Check your recording levels for the best quality sound.
Record your script in chunks, like one paragraph at a time, and label the files with their order, like “part1” and “part2”.

11. Put it all together using video production software like WeVideo or iMovie. (You could also use slide show software like PowerPoint.)
We’ll discuss and practice this in class.

Compare your finished video to the Research Project Point Sheet to see if there is anything you still need to do.
12. Submit your documentary video and present it in class.
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