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Research real unsolved cases and mysterious occurrences.  Develop a thesis/claim to explore or a question to answer.  Present the facts and your theories.  Back up your theories with evidence from your research.  Focus on one particular case or series of cases.


These cases can be:

· unsolved disappearances (like Amelia Earhart, DB Cooper, or Jimmy Hoffa)
· supernatural events (like ghosts and haunted places)

· extraterrestrial beings/happenings (like UFO sightings and crop circles)

· natural mysteries (like Stonehenge or the Nazca Lines)

· historical mysteries (like the lost colony of Roanoke)

· mysterious creatures (like Bigfoot or the Michigan Dogman)
· personal mysteries (like “Why did my relatives leave Belgium and come to Michigan?”)

You may explore any mystery you choose.  You are not limited to this list. Just make sure that you have good sources and enough information available before you finalize your choice.

Choose a narrow topic.  For example, “monsters” is too broad of a topic.  The “Michigan Dogman” is better.  “Did my uncle really see the Michigan Dogman on a camping trip?” is best because it’s a good, narrow topic.


Consider choosing a local mystery.  It will be more interesting, and you will have a better chance of finding an expert to interview.
