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“It is not best that we should all think alike; it is difference of opinion which makes horse races."

-Mark Twain
Quick-Write: What do you think about the quote?
Persuasive Essays


You may not think about it often, but you are bombarded every day with persuasive messages. Billboards, newspaper advertisements, editorials, and television commercials are all forms of persuasion. Some persuasive messages sell a product or promote a worthy cause. Others express an opinion or argue a point.


In this unit, you will be asked to write an editorial suitable for a school newspaper. An editorial is a brief persuasive essay (usually 500 words or less) expressing an opinion about an important topic. Effective editorials come to the point quickly and speak with confidence. Many editorials also call for something to be done about the topic (a call to action).


Writing persuasively requires careful thinking and planning. You must understand your topic's strengths and weaknesses, you must form a reasonable opinion about your topic, and finally, you must convince your readers to agree with you and follow your call to action.

Persuasive Warm-Up: How convincing are you?

In your writing notebook, write a convincing letter explaining one of the following:

(1) Why you should be allowed to do something (written to a parent or guardian).
(2) Why you shouldn't have to do a certain assignment (written to a teacher).
(3) Why we shouldn’t have a certain rule at school (written to the principal).

Your letter should be about one page long.  And convincing.

Next: Review your letter and answer these questions in your writing notebook.  Restate the question in your answer, like this:  My letter is convincing because…
1. Is your letter convincing? Why or why not?
2. What reasons do you give to support your argument?
3. Is your argument based on solid facts and evidence?
4. How could you strengthen your argument?
Reading a sample Editorial
In this persuasive essay, the writer explains why schools should start later, allowing teens to sleep in later.  The side notes explain the main parts of the essay.
September 8, 2013

Let Teens Sleep Later to Learn More


If it took several alarms, parental threats and a crowbar to pry your teenager out of bed for the start of the new school year, don’t blame yourself and don’t blame your kid. Blame biology, at least in part.


Extensive research into the neurochemistry of sleep cycles has found that patterns vary at different ages: Toddlers wake at the crack of dawn; oldsters start nodding off by 10 p.m. And adolescents, by nature, don’t get sleepy until later at night and don’t get alert until later in the morning.


Tradition-bound public schools have yet to respond to this research, so teachers struggle to squeeze higher math into the still-sleeping brains of teenagers at 7:30 a.m. But the nation’s top educator gets it. The tweet Secretary of Education Arne Duncan sent out this week quickly went viral: “Common sense to improve student achievement that too few have implemented: let teens sleep more, start school later.”


Some school districts have tried changing school hours, with impressive results. Researchers conducted a nine-week study at St. George's School in Middletown, R.I., where starting times were shifted from 8 to 8:30 and class times were trimmed 5 to 10 minutes to keep dismissal time on track.  What transpired was impressive. Almost 55 percent of students reported getting at least eight hours sleep, compared to 16 percent prior; first-period tardiness dropped in half; more kids ate breakfast; and students reported better outlooks. Their heightened alertness improved their classroom performances.


The objections to a later start time include difficulty with the school bus schedule and the prospect of disrupting after-school jobs, sports and extra-curricular activities by ending the academic day later than 2:30. But ending academic instruction so early brings problems too: Freed from school at the most energetic time of the day, many students either waste that energy on TV, computer screens and social life, or they get in trouble.


Creative scheduling, and a longer school day, can mitigate the problems. Schools could start the day with less intellectually intensive courses, putting off math and science until students’ brains have cleared, for instance. But ultimately, administrators and school committees should get their priorities straight. As Duncan said this week, “it's incumbent upon education leaders to not run school systems that work good for buses but that don't work for students."


We need to recognize the neurobiology of the adolescent brain. Let the teens sleep a little later, so that when the school bell rings, they’ll be ready to learn.

http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/article/20130908/News/309089913
Reacting to the Reading

Respond to the sample editorial by answering the following questions:
1. What is the writer's opinion?
2. What reasons or evidence does the writer give to support his opinion?
3. What solution does the writer suggest?
4. How does the writer show that he has considered opposing viewpoints? (Look at paragraphs five and six.)
5. How does the writer end the essay?  Is this an effective ending?  Explain.
Planning: Selecting a Subject
What’s bugging you?  The subject of your persuasive essay should be an issue that you feel strongly about.  With a partner, make a list of topics that you have an opinion about.  Brainstorm as many ideas as you can.

Things at school:

Things at home:

Things with your friends:

Other things:

More Persuasive Essay Topics

Should students be allowed to have cell phones in school?

Should students have to wear uniforms?

Should college athletes be paid for playing?

Should the elderly receive free rides?

Should state colleges be free to attend?

Should all American citizens have to complete a year of community service?

Should students be required to take foreign language classes?

Should the voting age be lowered to thirteen?

Should the driving age be raised to twenty-one?

Should students be paid for having good grades?

Should students’ textbooks be replaced by notebook computers?

Should students have to pass a basic skills test to graduate high school?

Should students’ grades in gym affect their grade point averages?

Should boys and girls be in separate classes?

Should people who download music and movies illegally be punished?

Should music with curse words be allowed at school dances?

Should public schools begin the day with a silent prayer time?

Should students be able to listen to MP3 players on headphones during study hall?

Should schools offer fast food options like McDonalds or Taco Bell?

Should cities offer free public Wi-Fi?

Should people be allowed to keep exotic animals like chimpanzees or tigers?

Should the government increase spending on the space program?

Should children have to use booster seats in cars?

Should people have to get a license to become parents?

Should people be allowed to curse on daytime television?

Should students be allowed to eat during class?

Should students and teachers be friends on Facebook?

Should students have open campus lunch periods?

Should students learn about world religions in public schools?

Should schools start later in the morning?

Should school athletes have to take drug tests?

Should high school students have to complete community service hours to graduate?

Should teens over 13 years be allowed into R rated movies?

Should state tests be given in other languages for ESL students?

Should everyone under the age of 17 have a 9:00 PM curfew?

Should students be allowed to drop out before they turn 18 years old?

Should people who are caught driving drunk lose their licenses for a year?

Should students who fail their classes be retained and have to repeat the grade?

Should female construction workers earn the same wages as males?

Should the government be allowed to detain suspected terrorists without trial?

Should teachers be allowed to have cell phones in the classroom?

Should the state execute dogs that have bitten someone?

Working alone, circle one idea (from page 5 or from page 6) that you would like to write about.  Then write your opinion about it in the space below.
Example opinion:  Athletic banquets are fine, but banquets for honor students should also be held.

Your Opinion:

Write your opinion statement here:

Next, in your writing notebook, write about your topic for five minutes, answering as many of these questions as you can:

· Why do you care about this topic?

· What do you know about it? Consider personal experience, history, and problems.

· Who is an expert that you could talk to?

· What are the main reasons, feelings, or opinions about this issue?

· What might people who disagree with you say?

· What is the solution?

· What do you want other people to do?

Planning: Using a Planning Web to Identify Supporting and Opposing Reasons
The sample web below is based on the editorial “Let Teens Sleep Later to Learn More.”  
The center box contains the problem, which is the author’s claim/thesis/position.  The outside boxes contain reasons to support or not support the claim/thesis/position.  Review this web before you make your own web on the next page.
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Planning: Using a Planning Web to Identify Supporting and Opposing Reasons
Your opinion on the problem should be supported with good reasons.  Write your opinion (from your writing notebook) in the center of the planning web below.  Then use ideas from your writing in your writing notebook to write reasons in the other boxes.  Include some reasons against your opinion. Include other reasons as you think f them.  Fill in as many boxes as you can.
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Planning: Gathering Details
In the chart below, list three reasons, beginning with the strongest, for supporting the position you chose.  Then list details that support each reason.

	Reason:

	Supporting Details:


	Reason:

	Supporting Details:




	Reason:

	Supporting Details:


Then plan a counterargument.

	Reason against position:

	Response or counterargument:

	Supporting Details:


Planning: The parts of a Persuasive Essay
Persuasive writing tries to convince the reader to think or act in a certain way.  In your persuasive essay, you want to convince the reader to agree with your opinion and support your call to action. You should include at least three main reasons with supporting details to back up your opinion.  You should also respond to at least one of the reasons against your opinion.
Beginning – Get the reader interested in the problem, give background information if needed, and state your opinion (claim/thesis/position) clearly.

Middle – Present the arguments/reasons and the details that support them.  Address an opposing viewpoint (counterargument).

Ending – Restate your opinion (claim/thesis/position) in a fresh, interesting way or make a call to action.

Transition Words and Phrases
Here are some words that you can use to connect and move between your reasons and supporting details as you write.

Again       along with       also       another       finally       for instance       for this reason

in addition       in fact       in the same way       likewise       most importantly

next       similarly  

Writing: Starting Your Essay
The beginning of your persuasive essay should do three things to be successful: 1) get your reader’s attention, 2) introduce the problem in a way that gives your reader a reason to care about the problem, and 3) clearly state your opinion.

Ideas for Gaining the Reader's Attention
· Provide a dramatic, eye-opening statement.

· Open with an engaging story or personal experience.
· Begin with an informative quotation or dialogue.
· Ask a challenging question.
· Share important background information.

· Begin with an interesting fact or statistic.

· Start with an analogy or illustration.

· Give a detailed description.

· Relate your topic to well known current events.

Sample Beginning Paragraph:
This sample paragraph gets the readers attention by using the voice of a tour guide.  The opinion statement is underlined.  You could also reread the first paragraph of the sample persuasive essay on page 2.


Welcome to the world of block scheduling. On our tour today, you will see a decline in the dropout rate and an increase in the number of students on the honor roll. Later on, be sure not to miss the increase in attendance and library usage and the decrease in overall violence. As we begin our tour, you can see the rise in average GPA and SAT scores on the left. A little farther along, you will notice that the average amount of stress for students, teachers, and administrators has declined. You see, block scheduling isn't only about 85-minute classes. It's about improving attitudes and learning opportunities throughout the school.
Your Beginning Paragraph:

In your writing notebook, write the beginning of your persuasive essay.  Label it “Persuasive Essay Beginning.”  Remember to grab the reader's attention, introduce the problem in a way that makes readers care, and state your opinion. (Write about the topic you identified on page 12.  Don’t write about block scheduling - that was just a sample.)

A good opening for your essay will draw readers in.  Write a couple more openings in your writing notebook.  Label them “Alternate Openings.”

Next, share your writing with a classmate. After discussing your openings, circle the one that you will use in your essay.
Writing: Developing the Middle
When you state an opinion, you must support it with clear reasons.  Each middle paragraph of your editorial should present a single reason to support your position.  (Use the reasons from your planning web on page 9.) Be sure to include specific details to develop or support each reason. One of the middle paragraphs should also address an opposing viewpoint.
Base your opinion on facts and objective judgments. An objective judgment says something specific and can be tested. A subjective judgment is based purely on your feelings or emotions. For example, a student who says, "Cafeteria food is disgusting" is making a subjective judgment. A student who states, "The pasta is undercooked" is making an objective judgment.
Sample Middle Paragraph:
This sample middle paragraph develops one of the reasons that supports the writer's opinion.

In a block schedule, there is more intense learning and understanding going on than in traditional scheduling. For example, in a block schedule, the teacher cannot possibly lecture for the entire 85 minutes. This means that the students who are hands-on learners and the students who need to read to learn can do just as well as the students who learn by listening to a lecture. The block schedule also gives teachers more time to work with students one-on-one. This means that problem areas can be identified earlier and corrected. So in short, everybody learns more!
In your writing notebook, write the middle paragraphs (at least three) for your persuasive essay.  Label them “Persuasive Essay Middle.”  Remember to focus on a different reason for each paragraph.  Then add details to support each reason.  (You identified your reasons and support on pages 10 and 11.)  Start with your most important reason.

Writing: Writing a Strong Ending
Having a strong ending is just as important as having an interesting beginning. The ending of your editorial should remind readers about the importance of your opinion and make a clear call to action. You want your readers to agree with your plan and know how to act on it.
Sample Ending Paragraph
The call to action is underlined.

The bottom line when it comes to block scheduling is that there are lots of reasons why it's going to be a great change. So be open and don't fight it. Let go of your fears and be positive. If you walk into your first class feeling negative about block scheduling, how can you take advantage of all the benefits that block scheduling brings to the table? So calm down, sit back, relax, and make sure all body parts are safely in the vehicle as we begin our journey into the world of block scheduling.
In your writing notebook, write the ending paragraph of your persuasive essay.  Label it “Persuasive Essay Ending.”  Be sure to remind readers of the importance of your position and make a call to action.
Writing: Forming a Complete First Draft

Take the beginning, middle, and end of your persuasive essay from your writing notebook and put them together to form your persuasive essay.  Type them using Word.  If you can’t get to a computer, you can write your essay by hand, but it must be neat and easy to read.

· Put your name, hour, and date in the heading, like this:


Bart Simpson


1st Hour

· Include page numbers in the upper right corner.

· Center your title.

· Use the default page margins.

· Double space your text.

· Indent your paragraphs.

· Use a simple, classic font like Times New Roman.

· Use 12 point text.

· All text should be justified left except the title and the page numbers.

· Name your file like this:


Lastname Firstname Hour Title


Simpson Bart 1st Hour Monkey Hats Matter

· Save your file to your H: drive.  Ask for help if you don’t know how.

Revising: Avoiding False Arguments
Your editorial needs reasoning that is strong and logical.
Read the explanations and examples of false arguments below, then rewrite the arguments so that the reasoning is more logical.

Bandwagon: This type of thinking claims that if everyone else is doing it, you should, too. This thinking avoids the real question: "Is this idea or claim a good one?"
Example: Everyone I know thinks Sparta Middle School is awesome, so it must be true.
More logical: So many people want to come to Sparta Middle School that our enrollment is increasing, so it must be an awesome school.

Broad Generalization: Generalizing is thinking that looks at everything or everyone in a group in exactly the same way. It makes no exceptions.
Example: Teenagers spend too much time watching television and playing video games.
More logical:
Half-Truths: A half-truth is only part of the truth. It is misleading because it leaves out the rest of the story.
Example: Little Caesar’s must have the best pizza, because that’s where most Sparta Middle School students buy there pizza. (This statement ignores the fact that Sparta Middle School students choose Little Caesar’s because it’s close to school and they can’t drive to a better place.)
More logical:

Next: Check your editorial and fix any false arguments or illogical thinking that you find, or trade papers with a classmate and check each other's thinking.
Revising: Peer Responding

Have a classmate read your persuasive essay and complete the response sheet below. (And do the same for them.)  Be sure to look carefully to see if all three parts are doing what they are supposed to do.  The beginning should get the reader’s attention and introduce the problem.  The middle paragraphs should each present one reason and support that reason.  The end should remind the reader about the importance of the problem and make a call to action.

Author:




Responder:

Title:

I like:

I would change:

Strong ideas, words, and phrases: 

Revising: Using a Checklist
Use the following checklist to help you review and revise your first draft. Make changes in your draft as needed so that your persuasive essay contains a strong opinion statement, clearly supported reasons, and a logical call to action.
Revising Checklist
Yes
No
Does the first paragraph give background info or a reason to care about the 

problem?

Yes
No
Does the first paragraph clearly state the problem/thesis/claim?

Yes
No
Does the second paragraph offer one clear argument with support?
Yes
No
Does the third paragraph offer one clear argument with support?
Yes
No
Does the fourth paragraph offer one clear argument or response to a 


counterargument with support?
Yes
No
Does the last paragraph present a solution or a call to action?
Yes
No
Is the persuasive essay is neat and easy to read?  (Complete sentences with 

capital letters and end punctuation, complete paragraphs, proper 



formatting, correct spelling, etc.)
Adding a Title
You need to write a title for your persuasive essay.  A title for persuasive writing reads almost like an advertising slogan or a bumper sticker. The title should hook your reader and introduce your opinion. Here are some guidelines to follow:
• Reflect your theme.

What is the theme of your essay?

• Use strong, colorful words.


We're a School, Not an Airport, not Rolling Backpacks Are a Real Problem
• Give the words rhythm.


Avoid Rush Hour at Harrison High, not Crowded Hallways Are a Problem

• Be imaginative.


Is Security in the Eye of the Beholder? not Security Cameras in Our School

In your writing notebook, write a few possible titles using these ideas.  Pick the best one for your essay and write it here:
Revising: Revise Your Essay
Reflect on the ideas in pages 16 to 18 and use them to make your persuasive essay better.

Focus on ideas that need to be changed. Add, cut, reorder, and rewrite different parts as needed.

Pay special attention to peer responses. Your peers are your audience, and your goal is to convince them to agree with you.
Save your first draft so that you have a record of the changes you have made.
Reflecting On Your Writing 

Complete these statements in your writing notebook:

1. The thing I like best about my persuasive essay is…

2. The part I would like to change is…

3. As a writer, I should work on…

4. While completing my persuasive essay, the main thing I learned about writing is…

Name ___________________________________________________     Hour ________

How I Improved My Persuasive Essay
Complete this page, remove it from this packet, and turn it in with your persuasive essay.

What changes did you make when you revised your essay?  Be specific.
For the most important change that you made, copy the passage before and after the change.

Before:

After:






















The beginning introduces and describes the problem and clearly states an opinion.





The middle


paragraph (or paragraphs)


presents reasons


that support


the opinion.





Each reason


is supported


by facts or


quotations.





Each middle paragraph should discuss one


reason.


























These middle paragraphs present a counter-argument.  That means they answer a criticism of the writer’s opinion. 





The ending should restate the author’s opinion in a clever way.  It should also make a call to action.  





This ending is very short.
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