Editorial: The fight to keep voracious Asian carp out of Lake Michigan
from The Grand Rapids Press.      September 08, 2009
There's a monster at the door. And in the water.

Asian carp are threatening to enter Lake Michigan by way of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. The latest: The frightening fish are a lot closer than anyone suspected -- a mere 5 miles from an electrical barrier set up to keep them out.
The Asian carp comes in three species: silver, black and bighead. The fish were imported to Arkansas in the 1970s and escaped containment ponds during flooding. They can grow to be 4 feet long and weigh as much as 100 pounds. The finned behemoths eat enormous amounts of plankton, stealing from other fish and driving them out.

Allowing the swimming Frankensteins entrance into the Great Lakes would be a disaster for sport and commercial fishing operations, and for the delicate lake ecosystem, already smarting from an invading horde of non-native species such as zebra mussels and lamprey eels.

The Great Lakes have already been harmed by non-native invaders, and the Asian carp could be the worst yet.  In some spots along the Mississippi River, which connects to the Chicago Canal, the carp have all but eliminated other species, ruthlessly establishing themselves as ecosystem kings of the hill.
Another charming Asian carp trait: They have a habit of jumping out of the water when agitated by engine sounds.  In doing so, they pose a physical threat to recreational boaters who may have to take up wearing body armor to enjoy a day on the water. Search "Asian carp" in YouTube and you'll get a taste of how bruising these icthyo-missiles can be.

Until recently, the carp were thought to be 15 miles from an electrical barrier on the Chicago Canal. A recent study by the University of Notre Dame found DNA evidence that that the carp are just 5 miles from the gate, far too close for comfort.

The Army Corps of Engineers erected a temporary electrical barrier in 2002. The first phase of a permanent barrier began operating in April. The second stage won't be up and running until 2011. Meantime, the corps has been running the barrier, which is built to emit as many as 4 volts, at a milder 1 volt.  The corps hasn't moved quickly enough to test presumably more effective higher voltage to see if those jolt levels would be safe for boaters. 

And it hasn't acted with enough urgency to build the second phase of the barrier, especially since the current fish-zapping gate has to be taken down occasionally for maintenance, leaving a temporary hole for the ever-encroaching beast to make its break.

Given the urgency of the problem and the threat posed by the carp, Great Lakes Czar Davis, recently named to the newly created post by President Obama, should accelerate the completion of the barrier.  In addition, he should have ready a clear contingency plan for stopping the fish if they somehow jump the fence.  That could include a chemical kill-off -- a necessary nuclear option if the carp can't be stopped through other means.

Other interloping species have wreaked havoc with the lakes. The Asian carp is a separate class of invader, an ecological terrorist capable of untold damage in the delicate sweetwater seas that outline Michigan.
That's one fish story the state can live without.

In your writing notebook, analyze this editorial by answering the following questions. Restate the question in your answer, and support your answers with evidence from the text.

Restate the question like this: “The writer’s opinion is that monkeys are awesome.”

This is not restating the question: “Monkeys are awesome.”
1. What is the writer's opinion? In other words, how does the writer think?

2. What reasons or evidence does the writer give to support his opinion?

4. How does the writer show that he has considered opposing viewpoints?

5. What plan of action does the writer suggest?
