Name ___________________________________________________________     Hour ________  LA 8
Comma Practice
Serial comma (Three or more items in a series or list) 

They ate tacos, pizza, gummy worms, and ice cream for lunch.
Add commas:

1. Mr. Wood has a desk a table and a gorilla in his office.

2. The gorilla had tacos pizza bananas and a salad for lunch.

3. Mr. Wood had a peanut butter and jelly sandwich an apple and a banana for lunch.
Write two of your own:

4. 

5.   

Compound sentence (Independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions/FANBOYS) 
FANBOYS = for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

John ate pizza, but Sally ate tacos.
Add commas:

6. Mr. Miller has a Chihuahua named Petey and Mr. Duyck has a cat named P.D.
7. The University of Michigan is awesome and Michigan State is in Lansing.
8. I like school a lot so I’m going on Saturday.
Write two of your own:

9. 

10.   

Introductory element (subordinate/dependent clauses, phrases, or words, also called openers)
When John ate pizza, Sally ate tacos.
Add commas:
11. Running to first hour I saw Mr. McDowell.

12. After I saw him I slowed down a little.
13. As soon as I got past him I started running again and tripped over a sixth grader.

Write two of your own:

Non-essential information

(Clauses, phrases, or words that interrupt the sentence, also called interrupters and appositives)
Sally’s favorite lunch, tacos, was served on Tuesday.

Add commas:

14. Bailey a student at Sparta Middle School wore jeans and a sweatshirt.
15. Macy without interrupting class sharpened her pencil and participated in class.

16. Room 7 Mr. Duyck’s room has the best ceiling tiles.  
Write two of your own:

 To set off closing phrases (Closers)

He went to class, hoping there would be no quiz, knowing that he didn’t study.
Add commas:

17. He put a spoon under his pillow hoping tomorrow would be a snow day.

18. I studied my comma rules assuming there would be a quiz soon.

19. She looked for her phone wondering where her little brother hid it.

Write two of your own:

Coordinate (equal in status) adjectives

Can you reverse the order of the adjectives?  If yes, use a comma.


The friendly, furry dog is mine.
The furry, friendly dog is mine.


The new Spanish class is fun.
Do not write: “The Spanish new class is fun.”
Add commas if needed:

20.  The cold dreary weather makes people grumpy.
21.  I saw a friendly German shepherd riding in a purple dune buggy.
22.  Bill turned in his sloppy wrinkled homework.
Write two of your own:

To separate contrasted coordinate elements or to indicate a pause or shift


He is ignorant, not stupid.
Add commas:

23. It is Friday not Saturday.

24. He went to his morning classes then to lunch.
Quotations and dialogue

John said, “Don’t be late for class.”


“I won’t,” said Jenna.
Add commas:

25. “I can’t believe it’s almost Christmas,” said Hunter.
26. “I know,” replied Brooklyn. “I am so excited.”

Write two of your own:

Places, addresses, dates, titles after names

Sparta Middle School is at 480 S. State Street, Sparta, Michigan.

Today is Wednesday, October 22.

My neighbor is Dr. Charles Lawrence, M.D.
27. Write your address:
28. Finish the sentence below.
I was born on 
