LA 8 Midterm Benchmark Exam Study Guide (rev. 1-19)
There are practice quizzes on Schoology to help you prepare for the midterm. 

1. Write the words from Vocab 1 to 9 with their definitions. 

Just kidding. Study them on Quizlet.

2. Capital rules
1. First word in a sentence

2. I

3. Proper nouns (naming nouns)

4. Proper adjectives (like English and Chinese)

5. Titles of books, songs, or anything

6. Titles of people (like Mrs. or Dr.)

7. First word of a quotation or dialogue

3. Comma rules
1. Serial comma (Three or more items in a series)

2. Compound sentences – (independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS))
3. Introductory (subordinate/dependent) clauses, phrases, or words (Openers) 
4. Non-essential clauses, phrases, or words that interrupt the sentence (Interrupters)
5. Phrases at the end of a sentence (Closers)
6. Coordinate (equal in status) adjectives
7. To separate contrasted coordinate elements or to indicate a pause or shift

8. Quotations (dialogue)
9. Places, addresses, dates, titles after names
4. Spelling rules
1. Doubling

2. Silent e

3. Change y to i
5. Active and passive voice

6. Subjunctive mood
7. Consistent verb tense (past, present, future), verb mood (indicative, interrogative, imperative, subjunctive) and verb voice (active or passive).

8. Irony and dramatic irony
9. Literary terms
You won’t be asked to define them, but knowing them will help you understand the questions on the exam.
Narrative

Narrator

Point of view

Character

Characterization

Protagonist

Antagonist

Exposition

Setting


Plot

Conflict

Climax

Turning Point

Resolution

Theme

Dialogue

Imagery

Sensory language

Symbol

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Irony

Verbal irony

Dramatic irony

Tone

Mood
10. Understand a typical plot sequence (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action).

11. Recognize the use of sensory language.

12. There will be questions about the texts we have read in class and about a few passages from texts that that you have not read before. This is to see if you have learned the skills that we practiced in class. Those skills include…

finding textual evidence
recognizing supporting details

understanding the author’s purpose
understanding the author’s message, or the main/central idea

making inferences

making comparisons

reading comprehension.
13. Use details from a short story to answer questions about the author’s purpose/intended effect and about the meaning of the story.

14. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
15. Use details from informational text to answer questions about the author’s purpose/intended effect and about the meaning of the story.

16. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
