Name _________________________________________________________     Hour ________

Research Project Planner for LA 7 & LA 8 (Rev. 4-19)
1. Pick a topic.
2. Write questions about your topic.
3. Identify sources of information to answer your questions and learn about your topic.

4. Gather information about your topic and take notes.
5. Sort and process that information to determine what is most useful, important, or interesting.
6. Organize your information.
7. Write a report/script for your short (1 or 2 minutes) documentary video sharing what you learned.

8. Determine which images or charts you need for your video.

9. Get or create images or charts for your documentary.

10. Record the audio (your script read aloud) for your documentary.

11. Put the images and audio together to create your documentary video.

12. Present your finished video documentary.
1. Pick a topic related to a mystery you want to solve or a career you want to explore.
Your topic should be something that interests you and affects you personally. Keep it narrow. “Ghosts” is too broad for a topic. So is “Are ghosts real?” “Did Mr. Duyck really see a ghost in his dad’s barn in 1984?” is a narrow topic.

What is your topic? ____________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Research Questions
Some questions have simple answers and don’t need much research, but still need to be answered. Write these questions here under “Basic Background Questions.”

What basic background questions do you need to answer?
Other questions are bigger and require you to put in some work to discover the answers. These bigger questions will guide your research. For example, “What is the address of the barn?” is too simple to guide your research. A better question would be “Is there anything about the barn that might explain what Mr. Duyck saw that night?”
What are two big questions that will guide your research?

1.

2.
Note:

One question leads to another. It’s okay to change or add to your research questions as you go.

3. Sources
The Internet is an easy place to go for information, but there are other sources that may be more helpful if you take the time to access them. Think about people you know who could share valuable information with you if you interview them. (Make sure it’s okay with your parents before you contact these people.) For example, Mr. Duyck’s father might be a good source to answer questions about the barn and about Mr. Duyck’s reliability in 1985. 

Who could you interview for your research project?

Where else could you get useful information? List the sources that you will use.
Books:

Websites:

Videos or audio:

4. Use your questions and sources to gather information.
· Use the Note-Taking Guide.
· Write like a caveman.
· Record source details (author, title, location) for your citations.

We will discuss and practice this in class. 
5. Mark the most useful, important, or interesting information on your Note-Taking Guide.

6. Organize your information. Which pieces of information fit together?
Set up categories (which will become headings) for your report/script and list the categories on your Note Taking Guide.
In what order will you present the categories?  Which type of organization or structure best fits your topic and your information?

Text structures:

Chronological

Sequence or Order of importance

Cause and Effect

Problem and Solution

Compare and Contrast

Spatial Description
Write the text structure you will use on your Note-Taking Guide.

Make an outline, list, or graphic organizer in your writing notebook.  We will discuss and practice this in class.

7. Write your report/script in your writing notebook or in Google Docs. Follow your outline, list, or graphic organizer. Your final documentary should be one to two minutes long.
8. Which images or charts do you need to illustrate your report/script?  Which of these images or charts can you create yourself? Make a list in your writing notebook or in Google Docs.

9. Create or collect the images or charts you need.  Save the image files in your Google Drive. Be sure to record the name of the photographer or artist so you can give them credit in your video.
10. Record the audio (your script and any other sounds you need) and save the audio files to your Google Drive.  You can use online-voice-recorder.com on a Chromebook or an app like Recorder Plus on a phone.
Check your recording levels for the best quality sound.
Record your script in chunks, like one paragraph at a time. Label the files with their order, like “part 1” and “part 2”.

11. Put it all together using video production software like WeVideo, Adobe Spark, or iMovie. You could also use slide show software like PowerPoint. Google Slides won’t work because it doesn’t support audio.
We will discuss and practice this in class.

Compare your finished video to the Research Project Point Sheet to see if there is anything you still need to do.
12. Submit your documentary video and present it in class.
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