Literary Terms for Unit 4 - Short Stories - LA 6, 7, and 8
Narrative – a story.  A story has characters and a plot.
Narrator – the person who tells the story
Point of view - the position from which the narrator tells the story, the author’s choice of a narrator for the story.  Is the narrator all-knowing? Or limited to the view of one character?
Character – a person in a story.  (It could actually be an animal or a talking rock.)
Characterization - the author's expression (showing) of a character through the use of action, dialogue, thought, or description
Protagonist – the main or central character or hero
Antagonist – the opponent or enemy of the protagonist
Exposition – the introduction to characters, setting, and background – usually at the beginning
Setting – the time and place in which the action occurs in the story
Plot – the sequence of events in a story, the things that happen
Conflict - the struggle(s) within the story. Conflicts can be internal or external.
The most common conflicts are: character vs. self, character vs. character, character vs. nature, and character vs. society. 
Climax – the point where the story reaches its greatest tension, action, or excitement
Turning Point - a point where a significant change occurs in the plot or the moment when something triggers an insight or change that will lead to the resolution
Resolution – the way that the central conflict in a story is worked out or turns out, also the section of the story where that happens
Theme – the author’s opinion or message about the topic, the deeper meaning of the story
Dialogue – the words spoken by a character
Imagery – words that create a picture in your mind

Sensory language – words that draw on or appeal to the five senses (sight, hearing, smell, taste, or touch)
Symbol – an object (or action or event) which is itself but which also stands for or means something else. For example, a pine tree strung with lights and placed in your living room is a tree, but it is also a symbol of Christmas.
Simile – a comparison using the words “like” or “as”

Metaphor – a comparison not using the words “like” or “as”
Personification – giving human or personal characteristics to something not human
Irony (situational irony) – when a situation is strange or funny because things happen in a way that is opposite or contrary to what is expected
Verbal irony - when what is said is the opposite of what is meant
Dramatic irony – when the reader understands things that the characters don’t understand, when the full meaning of a character’s words or actions are understood by the reader but are not understood by the character
Tone – the author’s attitude toward the topic.  For example, the author could use an optimistic, sarcastic, or angry tone. Textbooks usually have an objective tone.
Mood – the atmosphere or emotional setting felt by the reader.  For example, the mood could be cheerful, serene, or gloomy.
The following terms may be on the common assessment for the following grade levels:
LA 6 – Narrative, narrator, point of view, character, protagonist, exposition, setting, plot, conflict, climax, resolution, theme, dialogue, and mood.

LA 7 – Add characterization, antagonist, turning point, imagery, sensory language, simile, metaphor, and personification.

LA 8 – Add symbol, irony, verbal irony, dramatic irony, and tone.
