Photography 8 with Mr. Steve Duyck – Sparta Middle School

Phone: 887-8211 ext. 2307     E-mail: steve.duyck@spartaschools.org
Websites: sparta.schoology.com (or mrduyck.weebly.com)
The goal of this class is to introduce students to basic artistic and technical photography skills.

This is a one-semester class. Students will complete approximately twelve photography projects. Students will also keep a notebook for class notes and reflections on articles and videos.
Introduction – Make and observe a camera obscura, make cyanotype prints, set up your accounts and apps, get familiar with the basic controls on a camera or smartphone.
Mini-Lesson – Camera Care – Learn how to take care of our cameras.
Project 1 – Share a File – Shoot and process an image file and submit it for class.
Mini-Lesson – Get Focused – Get your subject in focus.
Mini-Lesson – Shutter Speed/Shaky Camera Warning – Learn to avoid motion blur.
Project 2 – Three Things about You – Show and tell with thoughtful framing and composition.
Mini-Lesson – Cropping – Re-crop a photo that you don’t like to make it better.

Project 3 – Point-of-View – Shoot a subject from an interesting point-of-view.
Project 4 – Antique Portrait – Use Photoshop skills to create a (fake) antique portrait. 
Project 5 – Ghost Photo – Use slow shutter speed and a tripod to create a ghost effect.

Mini-Lesson – Battle of the Apertures: Large vs. Small – Compare the effect aperture has on your photos. 

Project 6 – Exposure Control – Use exposure bracketing to find the best exposure for your photo.
Project 7 – Photo Journalism – Tell a story with photos.
Project 8 – Focus Control – Keep the foreground and focal point in focus, blur the background.
Mini-Lesson – Light Diffusion – Compare the effect of different light diffusers on your image.
Project 9 – Avedon Portrait – Shoot a portrait modeled after Richard Avedon’s work.
Mini-Lesson – Paint with Light – Use slow shutter speed to capture light effects.
Project 10 – UFO – Use Photoshop skills to add a UFO (or something else) to one of your photos.
Mini-Lesson – Photo Contest – Use what you have learned to take an awesome photo.

Project 11 – Black and White – Explore tone and texture through black and white photography.
Project 12 – Portrait with One Light – Use simple lighting to create a portrait.
Mini-Lesson – Color – Use color to create a focal point or to frame your subject.
Project 13 – Teacher Makeover – Use your Photoshop skills to improve the SMS staff photos.
Final Project – Create a digital portfolio, reflect on what you have learned, and reshoot a photo.

Class Supplies

1. A folder or binder with pockets, used only for this class

2. If possible, a digital camera or smartphone camera.  The camera should have a removable memory card or Wi-Fi, and it should take photos at least 5 MP in size.  If you don't have a camera, you can use one of the school's cameras during class time.

Homework

Students will have time to complete their assignments during class, but they will get better results for some of the projects if they take photographs outside of class time.
Grades

Student grades can be tracked on Power School through the spartaschools.org website.

This class follows Sparta Middle School’s 80/20 grading policy, meaning that 80% of the final class grade is based on the individual project grades and the final exam, and 20% is based on the written reflections and mini-lessons. 
Late Work

Reflections and mini-lessons (the 20%) may be turned in up to three days after the due date.
Projects (the 80%) may be completed anytime before the end of the semester, but 20 points (10%) will be deducted from projects submitted after the due date.
Absent students will receive a reasonable extension of the due date.
