First Encounters of the Ho-Chunk Nation and the French

A primary source account of the first contact of the Ho‐Chunk (Winnebago) with explorer Jean Nicolet in Green Bay in 1634, written by Barthélemy Vimont, a French Jesuit missionary
…Then the French landed their boats and came ashore and extended their hands to the

Winnebago, and the Indians put tobacco in their hands. The French, of course, wanted to shake hands with the Indians. They did not know what tobacco was, and therefore did not know what to do with it. Some of the Winnebago poured tobacco on their heads, asking them for victory in war. The French tried to speak to them, but they could not, of course, make themselves understood. After a while they discovered that they were without tools, so they taught the Indians how to use an ax and chop a tree down. The Indians, however, were afraid of it, because they thought that the ax was holy. Then the French taught the Indians how to use guns, but they held aloof for a long time through fear, thinking that all these things were holy. Suddenly a Frenchman saw an old man smoking and poured water on him. They knew nothing about smoking or tobacco.

After a while they got more accustomed to one another. The Indians learned how to shoot the guns and began trading objects for axes. They would give furs and things of that nature for the guns, knives, and axes of the whites. They still considered them holy, however. Finally they learned how to handle guns quite well and they liked them very much. They would even build fires at night so that they might try their guns, for they could not wait for the day, they were so impatient. When they were out of ammunition they would go to the traders and tell their people that they would soon return. By this time they had learned to make themselves understood by various signs.
Source: Kellogg, Louise P. (editor). Early Narratives of the Northwest, 1634‐1699. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1917). Pages 11‐16; online facsimile edition at www.americanjourneys.org.
Question:
Explain how communication between the Winnebago and the French changed over time. Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Using R.A.C.E.S. to Respond to a Short Answer Question

R – Restate the question.

A – Answer the question.

C – Cite evidence from the text.

E – Explain how the evidence supports your answer.
S – Summarize.

R - Restate the question using specific names, not pronouns.  This is your topic/main idea sentence.

Communication between the Winnebago and the French changed over time by… 
A - Answer the question clearly.  Look for task words that tell you what to do, like “identify,” “describe,” “explain,” or “compare.”

Communication between the Winnebago and the French changed over time by going from confusion and misunderstanding to a little communication by various signs.
C - Cite supporting evidence from the text.  Use specific details.  Paraphrase or quote information directly from the text.  Say where the information came from.  Use quotation marks if you are quoting.

You could begin your sentence like this:

In paragraph two . . . 

The first text, titled ____________________, states . . . 

The author, ________________, says/states . . . 

On page four, the author says . . .

According to the text above,  . . .

…by various signs.  In paragraph one, the author says that the Winnebago Indians did not understand the custom of shaking hands, that the French “could not, of course, make themselves understood,” and that the French even poured water an a Winnebago man because he was smoking tobacco.  Later, in the second paragraph, the author says that the Winnebago Indians learned to handle guns and go to the traders for ammunition, and the author says. “By this time they had learned to make themselves understood by various signs.”

E - Explain how the quotes or paraphrases you cited support your point. You can also show your deep understanding of the question.

You could begin your sentence like this:

This shows . . . 

This means . . . 

This is because . . . 

This illustrates . . . 

This highlights the difference between . . .

…by various signs.”  This shows that communication between the Winnebago Indians and the French improved over time, but was still limited to “various signs.” It also shows that there was still the possibility of miscommunication between the Winnebago Indians and the French, which makes me wonder if the author’s statements that the Winnebago Indians thought the guns, tools, and ax were holy is actually a misunderstanding of what the Winnebago Indians were thinking. 

S - Sum it up.  This is another opportunity to make your point clear.  Restate your topic/main idea in a different way.
…Winnebago Indians were thinking.  Winnebago Indians and French missionaries started with poor communication which improved over time.
The whole response:

(R) Communication between the Winnebago and the French changed over time (A) by going from confusion and misunderstanding to a little communication by various signs.  (C) In paragraph one, the author says that the Winnebago Indians did not understand the custom of shaking hands, that the French “could not, of course, make themselves understood,” and that the French even poured water an a Winnebago man because he was smoking tobacco.  Later, in the second paragraph, the author says that the Winnebago Indians learned to handle guns and go to the traders for ammunition, and the author says. “By this time they had learned to make themselves understood by various signs.”  (E) This shows that communication between the Winnebago Indians and the French improved over time, but was still limited to “various signs.” It also shows that there was still the possibility of miscommunication between the Winnebago Indians and the French, which makes me wonder if the author’s statements that the Winnebago Indians thought the guns, tools, and ax were holy is actually a misunderstanding of what the Winnebago Indians were thinking.  (S) Winnebago Indians and French missionaries started with poor communication which improved over time.

Not just signs – various signs follows the text





The question says “Winnebago,” not “Ho Chunk,” and the text says “Indians,” so I used both terms to be clear.





I could have mentioned more examples of misunderstandings, but 2 or 3 are enough.





The text says “handle guns,” not “use guns,” so I followed that.
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