English Language Arts with Mr. Steve Duyck  -  Sparta Middle School
Phone: 887-8211 ext. 2307   E-mail: steve.duyck@spartaschools.org
Website: sparta.schoology.com     (or mrduyck.weebly.com)
The goal of this class is to teach and improve reading, writing, and other language skills.

1st Semester

Unit 1 – Narratives/Stories – 12 weeks



Writing Project: Write a narrative (a story).




Unit Focus: Analyze short stories, including point of view and comparison.



Unit 2 – Conventions – 4 weeks (Unit 2 will be done concurrently with Unit 1.)




Unit Focus: Use correct grammar and punctuation.

2nd Semester

Unit 3 – Research – 9 weeks



Writing Project: Plan and conduct a research project and create a presentation.

Unit Focus: Research skills



Unit 4 – Argument – 7 weeks




Writing Project: Write an argumentative essay.

Unit Focus: Analyze arguments, considering and comparing different points of view. Present well-supported arguments.



Unit 5 – Informative Writing – 4 weeks




Writing Project: Various informative writing styles will be explored.




Unit Focus: Explore informative writing and analyze central idea or theme. 


Summarize a text.
Class Supplies
1. A binder or folder with pockets, used only for this class
2. A notebook for writing, used only for this class
3. Pens with blue or black ink or pencils
4. Inexpensive headphones or ear buds to use with audio text
5. Novels for independent reading. They should be a little above your current reading level. They can be from the library, or you can buy or borrow them somewhere else. During the first week of school, we will talk about how to select the right novels and how to get them.

Please let me know if you have trouble getting any of these things.
Homework

1. Read independently for at least 20 minutes each day.

2. Study vocabulary for weekly quizzes. Vocabulary terms and definitions and the schedule of quizzes can be found on the class website.
3. Things you missed or didn’t finish in class.

Grades
Student grades can be tracked on Power School through the spartaschools.org website.

Grades will be determined following the Sparta Middle School 80/20 Grading Policy, which states that summative grades count for 80% of the final grade, and formative grades count for 20% of the final grade.
Summative grades include vocabulary quizzes, grammar quizzes, essays, projects, book talks, and common assessments. Formative assessments include daily work, quick-writes, writing notebooks, and formative quizzes.
No extra credit will be given, so do your best on the regular credit.
The final class grade equals the points earned divided by the points possible, following the 80/20 ratio.
Retake Policy
Tests and quizzes can be retaken within two weeks if a student earns less than 75% on the original assessment. Students can earn up to 75% on the retake. Retakes must be arranged with the teacher during ASC, EAT, or another mutually agreed upon time. Students may only retake each summative test or quiz one time. The higher of the scores (up to 75%) will be recorded in the grade book.

Late work

Daily assignments may be turned in up to three days after the due date.
Missed tests and quizzes may be taken during seminar anytime before the end of the marking period.  

Essays and projects may be completed anytime before the end of the marking period, but up to 10% will be deducted from late essays and projects.

Absent students will receive a reasonable extension of the due date.
Parents

You can help your students by…

… encouraging them to read a challenging book for at least 20 minutes each day.

… helping them get good books from the public library.

… reminding them to complete late assignments and to come to my seminar for help when it is needed. 
