English Language Arts 7  -  Mr. Steve Duyck  -  Sparta Middle School
Phone: 887-8211 ext. 2307   E-mail: steve.duyck@spartaschools.org   Website: mrduyck.weebly.com
The goal of this class is to teach and improve reading, writing, and other language skills.

This class will be divided into four units.
1st Semester

Unit 1 – In Pursuit
Guiding Question - What drives us to undertake a mission?

Unit Project – Write a narrative (short story)

Unit 2 – The Powers That Be
Guiding Question - What should be the principles of a just society?

Unit Project – Write an argumentative essay

2nd Semester

Unit 3 – Justice Served
Guiding Question - Why is it essential to defend human rights?

Unit Project – Write a research paper or complete a research project
Unit 4 – Getting Along

Guiding Question - What are the challenges of human interactions?

Unit Project – Write a compare/contrast paper (or other informative writing)
Class Supplies Needed
1. A binder with pockets, used only for this class (or a folder with pockets and fasteners for paper)
2. A notebook for writing, used only for this class
3. Pencils and pens with blue or black ink
4. Inexpensive headphones or ear buds to use with audio text
5. Novels for independent reading. They should be a little above your current reading level. They can be from the library, or you can buy or borrow them somewhere else. During the first week of school, we will talk about how to select the right novels and how to get them.

Please let me know if you have trouble getting any of these things.

Homework

1. Read independently for 30 minutes three times each week.

2. Study vocabulary for weekly quizzes. Vocabulary terms and definitions and the schedule of quizzes can be found on the class website.
3. Occasionally there may be additional short homework assignments.
Grades
Student grades can be tracked on Power School through the spartaschools.org website.

Grades will be determined following the Sparta Middle School 80/20 Grading Policy, which states that summative grades count for 80% of the final grade, and formative grades count for 20% of the final grade. In English language arts, summative grades include vocabulary quizzes, grammar quizzes, essays, projects, book talks, and common assessments. Formative assessments include daily work, quick-writes, writing notebooks, and formative quizzes.
No extra credit will be given.
Assignments, quizzes, and tests are worth 10 to 100 points, depending on the amount of time and effort required.
The final class grade equals the points earned divided by the points possible, following the 80/20 ratio.
Retake Policy
Formative tests and quizzes cannot be retaken.

Summative tests and quizzes can be retaken within two weeks if a student earns less than 75% on the original assessment. Students can earn up to 75% on the retake. Retakes must be arranged with the teacher during ASC, EAT, or another mutually agreed upon time. Students may only retake each summative test or quiz one time. The higher of the scores (up to 75%) will be recorded in the grade book.

Late work

Daily assignments may be turned in up to three days after the due date.
Missed tests and quizzes may be taken during seminar anytime before the end of the marking period.  

Essays and projects may be completed anytime before the end of the marking period, but up to 10% will be deducted from late essays and projects.

Absent students will receive a reasonable extension of the due date.
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The goal of this class is to teach and improve reading, writing, and other language skills.

This class will be divided into four units.

1st Semester

Unit 1 – Suspense



Guiding Question - What attracts us to stories of suspense?

Unit Project – Write an argumentative essay

Unit 2 – In Time of War




Guiding Question - What Does Our Response to Conflict Say About Us?

Unit Project – Write a research paper or complete a research project

2nd Semester

Unit 3 – A Moral Compass



Guiding Question - How Can Life Experiences Change Our Values?

Unit Project – Write a narrative (short story) or narrative essay
Unit 4 – The Civil War




Guiding Question - How Did the War Between the States Redefine America?

Unit Project – Write an informational essay or article
Class Supplies Needed
1. A binder with pockets, used only for this class (or a folder with pockets and fasteners for paper)
2. A notebook for writing, used only for this class
3. Pencils and pens with blue or black ink
4. Inexpensive headphones or ear buds to use with audio text
5. Novels for independent reading. They should be a little above your current reading level. They can be from the library, or you can buy or borrow them somewhere else. During the first week of school, we will talk about how to select the right novels and how to get them.

Please let me know if you have trouble getting any of these things.

Homework

4. Read independently for 30 minutes three times each week.

5. Study vocabulary for weekly quizzes. Vocabulary terms and definitions and the schedule of quizzes can be found on the class website.
6. Occasionally there may be additional short homework assignments.
Grades
Student grades can be tracked on Power School through the spartaschools.org website.

Grades will be determined following the Sparta Middle School 80/20 Grading Policy, which states that summative grades count for 80% of the final grade, and formative grades count for 20% of the final grade. In English language arts, summative grades include vocabulary quizzes, grammar quizzes, essays, projects, book talks, and common assessments. Formative assessments include daily work, quick-writes, writing notebooks, and formative quizzes.

No extra credit will be given.
Assignments, quizzes, and tests are worth 10 to 100 points, depending on the amount of time and effort required.
The final class grade equals the points earned divided by the points possible, following the 80/20 ratio.
Retake Policy
Formative tests and quizzes cannot be retaken.

Summative tests and quizzes can be retaken within two weeks if a student earns less than 75% on the original assessment. Students can earn up to 75% on the retake. Retakes must be arranged with the teacher during ASC, EAT, or another mutually agreed upon time. Students may only retake each summative test or quiz one time. The higher of the scores (up to 75%) will be recorded in the grade book.

Late work

Daily assignments may be turned in up to three days after the due date.
Missed tests and quizzes may be taken during seminar anytime before the end of the marking period.  

Essays and projects may be completed anytime before the end of the marking period, but up to 10% will be deducted from late essays and projects.

Absent students will receive a reasonable extension of the due date.
